Photo Contest Winners Announced
CVMA is pleased to announce the winners of its 2010 Photo Contest.  The winning photo was submitted by Kim Marchand of Winsted, CT.   The photo of her 9 year old daughter, Taylor, and 15 year-old cat, Lil’Red, in an affectionate nose-to-nose moment. Ms. Marchand will receive a $100 gift certificate from CVMA for veterinary services for Lil’Red at Winsted Hospital for Animals.  According to Ms. Marchand, Lil’Red started life as a stray and was abandoned on a cow farm.  She was brought to the Winsted Hospital for Animals where she was adopted at 6 months of age by the Marchands.  She is the love of Taylor’s life, and a companion to the Marchands’ four Shetland Sheepdogs.  Recently, Lil’Red was found to be in kidney failure.  She is being medically managed at home and is doing better than expected.   Ms. Marchand says that the “$100 in veterinary services will surely be helpful in Lil’Red’s care.”   
The second place photo, winning a $75 gift certificate for veterinary services, was submitted by Joanne R. Beique of Coventry.  It is of her grandson, Leo Francis Burnett (who will be 3 in September) and his “loyal daschund buddy,” Freddie.  They are waiting at the window for “mommy to come home from work.”  According to Ms. Beique, Freddie is a 3 ½ year old chocolate Daschund who is “in tune with Leo in an incredible way.”  She says even eating is secondary to his “self proclaimed role” as Leo’s guardian. Leo is also the grandson of Dr. David Burnett, VMD, of VCA Valley Animal Hospital in South Windsor. A $75 check will go to VCA Valley for Freddie’s care.  
National Pet Week is an annual event sponsored by the Auxiliary to the American Veterinary Medical Association each May to promote responsible pet ownership, celebrate the human-animal bond, and promote public awareness of veterinary medicine.  The event was jointly founded in 1981 by the AVMA and it’s Auxiliary, and is now celebrated throughout the United States and other parts of the world.  

